
   

 

Fall Newsletter 2020 

 
Dear Friends, 

It was a summer of extremes in many ways -- a surfeit of time in Maine or no time here at all, very little rain for the 
plants but lots of sunshine for the people, too many hours in front of a computer screen but hopefully also more time 
than before spent reveling in nature.  

Serving on the board is more meaningful than ever for me because our mission is so joyful and -- at a time when 
climate change is reshaping our world at a relentless pace -- important. CNLT’s land provides respite for all of us 
fortunate to be in Hancock to walk the trails, hopefully with a socially distant friend on two legs or four. On my walks 
along the Carters Beach Corridor that CNLT is conserving thanks to generous abutting property owners, I often saw 
great blue herons. One memorable morning, I spotted three of the solitary birds wading along the water’s edge in the 
golden light. It was glorious to see such a picturesque reminder of why conserved land is essential for wildlife -- and 
restorative for us humans. 

Emeritus Board  

● After 15 years of service, Peg Amstutz and Steve Crabtree, two of CNLT’s  founding members, are graduating 
to our Emeritus Board. While we will miss them on the board, we are lucky to be able to continue to rely on 
their wisdom and humor. CNLT would not exist without their vision of conservation along Crabtree Neck 
and their longstanding and selfless effort. We thank both of them for everything they have done for the 
organization and the land we all share. 

New Acquisitions 

● This summer, CNLT acquired 12 acres of land along Route One from Nicole Purslow to add to our Ice Pond 
Preserve. While walking the property with Josh Ferris, our intrepid Stewardship Coordinator, he confirmed a 
sighting of fresh bear scat!  

Our Thanks 

● On behalf of the board, I’d like to thank all of you for being supporters of our mission. Please know that any 
amount donated goes entirely to the acquisition of new property, expanding our stewardship and running a 
lean nonprofit with an all-volunteer board.  

With deep appreciation,  

Shona Crabtree 
 
CNLT President 
president@crabtreenecklandtrust.org 

mailto:president@crabtreenecklandtrust.org


 

Swimming into Fall with CNLT! 
 

 

 
 

Sally Madore and Jack Candy swim almost daily throughout the summer and into the fall along the Carters 
Beach Corridor -- which CNLT is in the process of conserving. 

 
 

Generous Grant to Fund General Operations 

CNLT received a $20,000 grant this summer from the I.A. O'Shaughnessy Foundation, a family 
foundation based in Minnesota, for general operations, including future land acquisitions and 

ongoing stewardship. A huge thank you to the I.A. O'Shaughnessy Foundation for its support and 
also to conservation lovers Chris Denny-Brown and his wife Kate O'Shaughnessy for encouraging 

CNLT to apply! 



Garden Volunteers Feed Those in Need 
 
 

 
 

Brooke Ligon, Susan Stahlberg, Mary Beth Dorsey and Judy Baker (from left to right) spend hours tending 
Community Garden plots to donate fresh vegetables to Hancock County food banks. 

 
 

Starting in May and continuing well into the fall, a hardy and enthusiastic group of expert gardeners devoted countless 
hours to tending plots dedicated to the hungry of Hancock County. One in five children in Maine are food insecure, 
and area food pantries are experiencing increased demand -- with even more need anticipated this fall and winter. 
 
“It feels like a meaningful thing to do,” said Brooke Ligon, on a foggy weekend morning in October, as she spread hay 
over the harvested plots. “They get fresh vegetables from us, picked the day before.” 
 
This year, the volunteer gardeners include Jim Bradley, Mary Beth Dorsey, Sarah Gilfillan, Susan Stahlberg, Pamela 
McCullough, Lesley Straley, Brooke Ligon, and Judy Baker. Crops included cucumbers, lettuce, carrots, beets, 



tomatoes, delicata squash, cabbage, kale, summer and winter squash, onions, rhubarb and parsnips. Judy Baker 
reported that the harvest was plentiful despite the lack of rain. 
 
In addition to the gardeners, Barbara McClure and Candace and Ted Walworth generously volunteered their time to 
deliver the produce to Loaves and Fishes, the Emmaus Homeless Shelter, Welcome Table and Everybody Eats -- all in 
Ellsworth. Welcome Table has more than doubled its number of meals served monthly compared to before 
COVID-19 hit in March.   
 
CNLT is committed to providing plots for this initiative and deeply appreciates all the volunteers who dedicate their 
time, energy and gardening expertise to feeding the community. Thank you. 
 

Into the woods with a favorite pal! 

 
Nothing like a walk along the Old Pond Railway Trail with Murphy the puppy. Photos by Jon Sellman. 

 
 

Call for Volunteers 
 
If you are interested in helping with trail maintenance, please email Josh Ferris, Stewardship Coordinator: 
stewardship@crabtreenecklandtrust.org. And trail hikers, please alert him if you see trees down or any other 
issues on our trails! 
 

 

Please check out our website for trail maps and more! You also can support CNLT by donating online, 
volunteering to steward a property, or signing up for our emails.  

Read all about it at: www.crabtreenecklandtrust.org 
 

mailto:stewardship@crabtreenecklandtrust.org
http://www.crabtreenecklandtrust.org/

