Spring Newsletter 2021

Dear Friends,
Another glorious spring is underway, this one more hopeful than the last. While I am reveling in the daily changes in
Washington DC’s urban landscape -- daffodils to cherry trees to dogwoods in bloom -- I am already looking forward to
being back in Maine this summer, walking my favorite trails, and planting seeds in the Community Garden for the
harvest to come. Over the winter, the CNLT board has been working hard to take our stewardship to the next level:
embarking on a master management plan of our preserves with a focus on preparing for climate change and designing a
parking space for the Ice Pond Preserve. More highlights are below:
A Cornerstone Gift
● Dianne Eckhardt has most generously gifted 12 acres of land to CNLT. The property runs along Carters Beach
Road where CNLT is in the process of conserving a corridor of green space next to the ocean. Keep reading for
the full story about her donation.
A New Board Member
● We extend a warm welcome to Jon Sellman who recently joined the board! He grew up coming to Hancock
Point as a child and has put down roots as a homeowner. Jon is an avid user of the Community Garden and
walks the trails with his puppy Murphy.
Pandemic Oasis
● During the pandemic, our trails and green space have been a haven for exercising, being in nature, and getting
out of the house! We do not foresee any in-person events this summer (will let you know if that changes), but
our trails are always open to you. See our website at http://crabtreenecklandtrust.org for trailmaps and
additional information about CNLT.
As Always, Our Thanks
● On behalf of the board, I’d like to thank all of you for being supporters of our mission. Please know that any
amount donated goes entirely to the acquisition of new property, expanding our stewardship, and running a
lean nonprofit with an all-volunteer board.
We look forward to seeing you out on our trails!
Shona Crabtree
CNLT President
president@crabtreenecklandtrust.org

A Cornerstone Donation along Carters Beach Corridor

Looking back from Carters Beach toward the oceanfront property donated by Dianne Eckhardt.
When Dianne Eckhardt and her late husband Roger moved to Maine in the
1970s, they restored their 19th century farmhouse by hand, grew organic
strawberries, and enjoyed cross country skiing in the field behind their home.
From the very start of their life in Hancock, Dianne said the couple always
talked about keeping their back acreage of woods in its natural state out of
their love for wildlife.
In December, Dianne generously donated 12 acres along Carters Beach Road
to CNLT to keep wild in perpetuity while providing ocean access to the
public. Her property contributes significantly to conserving Carters Beach
Corridor as an essential green space for humans and wildlife alike. We hope
you’ll join CNLT in thanking Dianne profusely for her philanthropic
leadership and commitment to conservation.

Standing up for Frenchman Bay
As we said in our April email, CNLT unequivocally opposes the salmon farm currently proposed next
to the Porcupine Islands and in the shadow of Acadia National Park by Norwegian-owned American
Aquafarms. The salmon farm’s industrial scale -- 66 million pounds of salmon to be harvested
annually -- involves a host of environmental impacts from air, noise and light pollution to the loss of
historic fishing ground for local lobstermen and other established aquaculture businesses. The salmon
farm’s alleged “closed pen” technology has no proven commercial track record at this scale, making
Frenchman Bay an environmental guinea pig.
CNLT is a local land trust. Our mission is to conserve land on Crabtree Neck from Route One down
to Hancock Point for the preservation of wildlife habitat and the enjoyment of nature by the public.
Two of our key areas of conservation are along the water: Carters Beach Corridor, a traditional picnic
and swimming spot for people and an essential wildlife habitat frequented by bald eagles and great
blue herons, and the Old Pond Railway Trail, where diggers harvest clams, river otters cavort under
the trestle and waterbirds flock to feed and nest. While our conservation focus is along Crabtree Neck,
we care deeply about the wider world and the health of the environment to which we are connected.
Our peninsula is just one of many fingers of land that reach into Frenchman Bay, an unspoiled body
of water at the heart of all the communities encircling it.
American Aquafarms intends to lease 120 acres from the state, divided into two sites with enormous
pens totaling 12 acres, plus floating barges to house workers and treat some portion of solid waste.
The company has not provided details about how it will clean the millions of gallons of water flowing
through the waste in the pens and back into the bay. The salmon farm’s proposed location in
Frenchman Bay is surrounded by islands and peninsulas with land conserved by a range of entities
from Acadia National Park to Maine state agencies to a variety of land trusts. This is hardly the place
for an unproven industrial-scale factory -- especially as the salmon farming industry elsewhere in
Maine is moving to land based systems.
A coalition is building against American Aquafarms as year-round and seasonal residents, lobstermen,
those involved in farming organic kelp and bivalves (aquaculture that cleans the water rather than
pollutes it) and others express concern for the known environmental impacts and also unforeseen
consequences of an experimental industrial salmon farm. We stand with them in speaking up for the
health of Frenchman Bay and calling for rigorous environmental scrutiny of the proposed salmon
farm.
We thank you for your consideration of this matter.
The Crabtree Neck Land Trust Board

Pruning the Community Garden’s Apple Orchard

The apple trees at the Community Garden got a haircut this spring. More than 30 people came to the Community
Garden as part of an Ellsworth Adult Education class on apple tree pruning. Instructor C.J. Walke is part of the Maine
Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association. He teaches about organic orchards and the techniques used to keep them
healthy. He is also the manager of College of the Atlantic's Peggy Rockefeller Farms which has a heritage apple orchard
with 25 Maine varieties. The apple trees at the Ball Field Preserve can be seen along the entrance to the Woods Trail
which starts by the Community Garden. Many thanks to all for coming and giving our old orchard some attention!

Call for Volunteers
If you are interested in helping with trail maintenance, please email Josh Ferris, Stewardship Coordinator:
stewardship@crabtreenecklandtrust.org. And trail hikers, please alert him if you see trees down or any other issues on
our trails!
Please check out our website for trail maps and more! You also can support CNLT by donating online, volunteering to
steward a property, or signing up for our emails here: www.crabtreenecklandtrust.org

